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WINdians

By: Maddy Dawley

  Nothing can stop the 
Lady Indians! MHS’s cheer team brought 
home their fourth consecutive ECC 
cheerleading championship title. The girls 
also won the small division at States for 
the first time in MHS history. 
 The team took the mat thirteenth 
out of fifteen teams at ECC’s, which may 
have been slightly nerve-racking for some 
of the girls. The team hit a perfect routine 
with multiple stunts, tumbling passes, and 
a pyramid that took the crowd’s breath 
away. During the pyramid, the music 
stopped and the flyers were brought all the 
down to the floor and were pushed back 
up again. The commentator said, “Wow 
I wasn’t expecting that. The crowd liked 
that too, they weren’t expecting it either.”  
 MHS was the last team of the 
day to compete at States. The routine 
had a strong opening, with only one 
stunt bobble that was kept in the air with 
a determined fight. Even with the one 
mistake the girls made, the routine was 
still worthy of a first-place plaque. The 

Lady Indians took home first place with 
a score of 166.7, beating the second place 
team, Holy Cross High School, by a little 
over one point. The Lady Indian’s victory 
at the State championships made school 
history. 
 The team’s success isn’t only 
because of the 14 girls who take the 
mat. Head coach, Theresa Quibble, and 
assistant coach, Taylor MacCracken, 
know how to whip up a championship 
team. In the eight years of Quibble’s 
coaching experience at Montville, she 
has taken home six first-place titles, one 
second place title, and one third place 
title. She has never not placed at the ECC 
cheerleading championships.  Quibble 
and MacCracken will be retiring from 
their coaching positions after this season.
 Seniors, Emily Funk and Sarah 
May, and sophomore, Joelle Mendez, 
were all recognized for ECC All-Stars 
during awards at the ECC competition. 
Funk also won ECC athlete of the week 
and is an All-State Cheerleader.

Winter Pep Rally
By: Joshua Archibald
 Filled with forty-five minutes’-
worth of games, performances, and 
recognition of students’ accomplishments, 
the annual Winter Pep Rally entertained 
all of MHS on Friday, February 16.
 The event started at 1:10pm with 
Mya Millbauer’s performance of the 
“Star Spangled Banner.” Soon thereafter, 
the MHS Cheerleaders performed their 
outstanding routine. The team later won 
the ECC Championships (for the fourth 
year in a row) and the Class S State 
Championship.
 Emcee Adam Brycki recognized 
the myriad accomplishments of the 
winter sports teams. Next, four teams, 
each consisting of four lucky students, 
began the annual Winter Pep Rally Games 
Tournament.
 The first game was the classic 
“Hungry, Hungry Hippos,” in which the 
three teams with the most balls moved 
on to a relay race called “The Dizzy 
Plumber.” In this game, players spun 
around a whiffle-ball bat before using 
(brand new) toilet plungers to propel 
themselves across the gym on scooters.
 The two winning teams from 
“The Dizzy Plumber” took a break from 
the activities while the MHS A Cappella 
Choirs performed “Work Song” by Hozier.
The final game of the tournament was 
“Bucket Ballistics.” Players attempted to 
throw balls into opponents’ buckets. The 
team that scored the most buckets won 
the tournament. This year, the winners 
received Dunkin’ Donuts gift cards.
 After the game tournament, eleven 
students beat eleven teachers in a game of 
dodgeball. Students were allowed to bring 
back two players as a plot twist, but they 
brought back many more to secure the 
game. This was technically cheating.
 To close out the rally, the Unified 
Basketball team showed off its skills, 
eliciting the biggest cheers of the day.

MHS Cheer Team at ECC Championships,                                                            Photo By: Tessa Rummel
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MHS NEWS
The Superheroes of MHS

By: Kaylee Kingston

 As we walk down the halls of 
MHS every day, we unknowingly pass 
future Batmen, Supermen, rappers, and 
generals. Everyone knows the nicest 
people in the school – Connor Zarrella, 
Aiyana Lemire, Nicholas Tobey, Matthew 
Huang, and the rest of their cool gang. 
Here’s a brief introduction to some of the 
superheroes right here at MHS.
 Aiyana Lemire loves playing 
outside and riding her bike. She looks 
up to her mom and loves Batman. Every 
day, she tries to make the world a happier 
place. Jonathan Registre really loves 
to sleep. He looks up to his mother and 
loves Superman. He also wants to have 
invisibility powers.
 Sage Maciejny loves learning 
about anything related to World War II; 
he worships General George S. Patton and 
Frank Sinatra. If he could do anything, he 
would travel around the world.
T immy Lau, a future artist 
extraordinaire, wants to bring creativity 
to the world. Beloved Meghan loves to 

dance. She looks up to Ms. Stark and Ms. 
Gregory. She is a big fan of the movie 
“Frozen” and would love to see everyone 
be kind to each other. Future rapper Nick 
Tobey loves his family very much. He 
would have the power to run faster than 
lightning.
 Bryan Jubinville-Lafond loves 
biking in the woods and on roads; he also 
loves Spiderman and would make the 
world better. Matthew Huang, a secret 
power ranger, looks up to his mom and 
dad a lot and wants everyone to be nicer.
 Connor Zarrella likes to play 
video games, mostly “Dora the Explorer.” 
He wants to be like his mother, and he 
wants to fly like Superman. Valeria López 
Rosado likes to draw, and she loves the 
rapper Bad Bunny. She wants people to 
stop judging.
 If you ever need a great friend, go 
find this group of amazing kids.

Winter Dance 2018
By: Ashley Seldon
 After battling midterms, as well as 
suffering from seasonal depression, MHS 
students were finally able to revive at the 
Winter Dance. Thanks to the hard work of 
Student Government an old sweaty-sock 
smelling gymnasium was transformed 
into an illuminated winter wonderland. 
Seniors, Sheyenne Gillis (Student Gov. 
Vice President) and Annali Nelson 
oversaw the selection of the decorations 
which were praised by many—making the 
night feel even more magical. Volunteers 
helped decorate prior to the dance. Junior, 
Derek Strickland commented, “It was a 
very positive experience this year. I liked 
the music, and the optimistic spirit of 
everyone made the dance even more fun. I 
also liked getting jiggy with all my friends.” 
Freshman, Kayla Beebe responded, “Yes I 
enjoyed it, everyone thought it was going 
to be unenjoyable, but I had a blast and 
I know almost everyone else did too.” 
Senior, Emmiley Genua advised, “I told 
some underclassmen that they should go 
and have a fun time because they hear 
that it’s lame…I just tell them that you’re 
not in high school forever so enjoy and 
appreciate all the dances.” 
    Refreshments were served in the 
cafeteria, including snacks. This new 
feature was in response to requests made 
by students attending the Homecoming 
Dance. Sophomore Jayden Long and 
Senior Fernanda Reyes served as 
photographers for the evening, providing 
lifelong memorabilia for friends. A photo 
booth was also offered for the full three 
hours for groups to fill and pose with silly 
props. 
    All in all, it’s safe to say the Winter 
Dance was a huge success and a great 
experience. Some may not see it as so 
because of the lower turnout compared 
to Hoco, but those who attended would 
agree. Hopefully, students will recognize 
its success, and plan to attend next year.

Mathew Huang, Jonathan Registre, Nick Tobey, Emet Brunache, Aiyana Lemire. Photo By: Tessa Rummel
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MHS NEWS

By: Joshua Archibald
 Singing students swarm the 
intersection between Storrs and Bolton 
Roads. The Subway restaurant is overrun 
with black folders filled with sheet music. 
It’s mealtime in Storrs, Connecticut on the 
first night of the Eastern Region Music 
Festival.
 Five students from MHS attended 
the festival January 12-13. Joshua 
Archibald, Kaylyn Clohecy, Max Fish, 
and Ze Huang performed as part of the 
mixed chorus, while Angelica Rodriguez 
played in the concert band.
 Each year, music students from 
towns across eastern Connecticut audition 
for spots in the honor ensembles. Those 
selected attend a two-day festival in 
Storrs, preparing for a concert at UConn’s 
Jorgensen Center for the Performing 
Arts. The eastern region is one of four in 
Connecticut; students who attend their 

MHS Students Perform at UCONN

respective regional festivals are eligible to 
audition for the All-State festival.
 Music festivals are similar to 
interscholastic athletic events because 
they involve students from different 
towns. The competition part is the audition 
to qualify. At the festival itself, dedicated 
students gather for an enriching musical 
experience.
 All students in the festival watch 
the other ensembles perform during 

By: Joshua Archibald

 Students can expect autumn 2018 
to bring them football games, pumpkin 
spice, and some important visitors who 
will help determine the value of their high 
school diploma. Who are these mysterious 
wizards? Education professionals, 
including teachers and administrators, 
from across New England.
 Accreditation is a process 
by which educators verify a school’s 
dedication to improving its program 
and adherence to general guidelines. 
Many colleges require applicants to have 
attended accredited high schools, since 
those students tend to have higher-quality 
educations. MHS is accredited by the 
New England Association of Schools and 
Colleges (NEASC).
 MHS has spent the past several 
years preparing for its decennial 

Accreditation Preparation

inspection, with administrators, teachers, 
and even some students pitching in. “We 
don’t ever stop preparing,” says Mr. 
Theodoss. “It’s constant reflection – our 
core values have undergone strict scrutiny 
over the past six, seven years. What we’re 
trying to build now is a self-study – what 
are the things we do very well, and what 
do we need to focus on more?”
 Mr. Alves and Mr. Richmond have 
been preparing reports for the NEASC 
committee’s review. Alves notes, “We 
put all the pieces of the puzzle together, 
just kind of organizing the process from 
the self-study to the evaluation to all 
the reports that go along with it. We put 
together standards committees, dividing 
the staff evenly among seven standards to 
evaluate the school.”
 Some students are helping in the 

process too, including representatives on 
each standards committee. “The students 
are a very big part of this, and they’ll be a 
big part of our visiting process next year,” 
Alves says.
 Eventually, the full faculty will 
approve each report, likely sometime this 
spring. Then, in the fall, 12-16 educators 
from fellow NEASC schools will appear 
for a three-day visit.
Students who are not on the committees 
can help in this process by simply being 
themselves. Mr. Theodoss says he trusts 
the student body at MHS to keep following 
the rules and demonstrating the school’s 
core values.

Students at ERHS Festival.
 By:Ze Huang

the combined concert. Listening to 
other musicians provides them with an 
opportunity to critique and enjoy different 
pieces of music.
 Senior Ze Huang has attended the 
Eastern Region Music Festival since he 
was in seventh grade. “I love singing in 
a big choir with different voices.… [M]
eeting new people is really fun so that’s 
why I do it every year.”
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OPINION
Sports or Education?

By: Rebecca Radford

 Our society has its values mixed 
up. People who play sports on TV should 
not be paid more than the men and women 
who educate us. Teachers are far more 
important and deserve to be paid more. 
We should use our money to appreciate 
people who help our society develop 
rather than people who play games on 
television. Professional athletes are a 
luxury; televised sports games are a 
luxury; neither is a necessity. Teachers are 
necessary—without them, we wouldn’t 
be able to successfully teach younger 
generations. Without teachers, each 
generation would forget previous human 
knowledge. We would go backward 
in time and lose what we have already 
learned.
 This leaves me to think that the 
only reasonable explanation for this pay 
difference is scarcity. Without a doubt, 
there are many more teachers than there 
are pro athletes. Since there are fewer 
professional sports players, they get paid 
more. These athletes have rare talents 

and are really good at whatever they do. 
They are more than just people in a sense. 
It is harder for someone to become a pro 
athlete than a teacher; therefore, there are 
far fewer of them. They get paid more 
because they are not as common and less 
readily available. This is sad, but this is 
the only reasonable explanation. Once 
again, I feel the need to mention that I 
am not trying to put professional athletes 
down in any way, but I am rather trying to 
bring attention to this issue.
 As a society, we seem to value 
sports more than education. We may not 
intend to make it seem this way, but why 
are professional athletes paid more than 
teachers? Teachers provide a service 
that is of real value and contributes to 
the positive development of society. I’m 
not trying to bash on professional sports, 
but aren’t they just for entertainment? 
They don’t seem to hold more value than 
providing something to watch on Sunday 
night.

Must We Be Like This?

By: Joshua Archibald
 Every time I log in to Twitter, I 
find an endless feed of comments about 
school, politics, and pop culture. Some are 
good – “I’m so excited about the winter 
dance, and it’s a month away” – while 
others are more negative, like the barrage 
of tweets when Mrs. Patten was placed 
on administrative leave. Still others are 
neutral, the digital equivalent of whining.
Many columnists have argued that modern 
teenagers behave better than any previous 
generation. After all, we spend much of 
our time in a separate universe, one where 
we are free, including from accountability. 
Why would we be mean and aggressive 
in person when we can shout virtually? 
It takes much less energy to hurt others 
online than in real life.
 I would argue that technology 
has not reduced the average teen’s flow of 
negative emotions and actions, but rather 
redirected it. Instead of throwing punches, 
we defame and insult.
 At the same time that we lash out 
at each other on the internet, we are able 
to witness the results of other people’s 
stupidity. The Tide Pod Challenge, as it 
was called, gave us the opportunity to 
watch as people stuffed detergent down 
their throats, seemingly against all reason. 
If the internet does one thing well, it 
teaches us the age-old lesson that stupidity 
kills (or at least injures).
 But sometimes, social media 
bring us something other than videos of 
teens poisoning themselves or libeling 
administrators: a community. We can see 
photos of an anonymous service project or 
express sympathy for others’ situations. 
When we want to be good people, we can 
be. We don’t have to use Twitter as a black 
hole designed for mean-spirited rants—
John Oliver already built a separate 
website for that. We can use the internet 
for good rather than for harm. As citizens 
of the world, it’s our responsibility to do 
so.

Teachers first, coaches second- Mr. Ouellette and Mr. Stonoha.                            Photo By: Tessa Rummel
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OPINION

By: Nia Muckenthaler
 It’s time we talk about people 
with true talent who are ready to take the 
music industry by storm. From Cardi B to 
new artists like Kali Uchis, 2018 might 
give us some of the most iconic music of 
the century.
 I think we can all agree that 
Cardi B made her mark on 2017. Her 
most popular song, “Bodak Yellow,” hit 
No. 1 on the Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs 
chart. To start off this year, she worked 
with Bruno Mars to create a remix of 
his song “Finesse.” For 2018, she told 
Rolling Stones her new record will be a 
mix of Spanish and reggae music from her 
childhood, as well as trap. Selena Gomez 
has been successfully been putting out 
music since her first album release in 
2013. Gomez released some of the most 
successful songs in 2017, including “It 
Ain’t Me” and “Bad Liar.” Selena Gomez 

New Year, New Jams

told Apple Music’s Zane Lowe she has 
two albums ready – and they’re coming 
out “a lot sooner than I think people 
anticipate.”
 Although most of us are waiting 
to hear from our favorite artists from 2017, 
there are new and upcoming artists ready 
to make their mark in 2018. Kali Uchis, 
who can be heard singing with Tyler the 
Creator and Daniel Caesar, is someone 
to watch. Uchis recently released a song 
titled “After the Storm,” which features 
Bootsy Collins and Tyler the Creator. 
Jorja Smith, called the young Amy 
Winehouse by some, is only 19 years old 
and was on the lineup for JAY-Z’s Made 
in America Festival in 2017. Although 
she didn’t release any music in 2017, her 
songwriting talent is definitely going to 
draw ears in 2018.

By: Rebecca Radford

 People are willing to pay big 
bucks to get up close and personal with a 
wild animal, but it’s really the animals who 
are paying the ultimate price. Behind the 
staged photos and interactive experiences, 
these animals are suffering. They suffer so 
that humans can get a good photo to post 
online or have a few short minutes of fun. 
The animals used for tourism are usually 
stolen from the wild at a young age or bred 
in captivity. They never get to experience 
what their lives are actually supposed to 
be like. They are robbed of their freedom 
and subject to neglect and cruelty in the 
name of entertainment.
 “Elephant trekking” involves 
small groups of people riding atop of 
elephants through difficult terrain in order 
to go sightseeing. It is promoted as a fun 
and good way for people to experience 

Skip the Exotic Animal Excursions

the wildlife. The elephants, however, are 
forced to endure long hours of carrying 
heavy loads of people back and forth 
in the beating sun. This places them 
in danger of both heat exhaustion and 
dehydration. They are beaten relentlessly 
in order to make them fully submissive 
and easier to control. Surely, you can 
imagine that these animals are also kept 
in confined spaces where they are not free 
to roam around. A report by World Animal 
Protection investigated elephants in Asia. 
They found that out of 2,923 elephants, 
77% of them were being used for tourism 
purposes.
 Swimming with dolphins is no 
better. These friendly and intelligent 
creatures travel more than 40 miles a 
day together in the wild. Life is much 
different for dolphins used for tourists’ 

entertainment. Instead of spending their 
time swimming freely with their friends, 
tourism dolphins are confined to concrete 
pools that provide a small fraction of what 
they have in the wild. Their confinement 
causes physical and emotional strain. 
Adding to the stress are staged pictures and 
being forced to pull humans through the 
water. This suffering is a daily occurrence 
for these dolphins.
 Exotic animal excursions are only 
profitable if people continue to pay for 
them. If you want to experience animal 
wildlife, there are plenty of other options. 
Choose to visit a wildlife preserve or other 
natural environments that are not confined 
or artificial. These options provide the 
same memorable experience without 
promoting animal cruelty.

Selena Gomez and Kygo, It Aint Me AlbumPhoto. 
Stock Photo

Want to respond to one of our opinions or write one of your own? 
Go to:   chieftainmhsopinions.wordpress.com
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MHS SPORTS
An Impressive February for 
Tibbetts and Caskey

By: Zach Southard

 It was a February to remember 
for two Montville athletes. Seniors 
Nick Tibbetts and Noah Caskey both 
accomplished uncommon goals, ones not 
many athletes can say they have achieved. 
Earlier in the month, Tibbetts, a member 
of the football team, signed with Yale, and 
Caskey, a member of the wrestling team, 
won his first State Open.
 Tibbetts plays a position with 
which few people are familiar – long 
snapper. Often people confuse the long 
snapping position with the center position, 
but the two are very different. Instead of 
snapping the ball to the quarterback like 
a center would, a long snapper snaps the 
ball over a distance of about 15 yards 
during punts and 7-8 yards during field 
goals with extra point attempts. Tibbetts 
became interested in long snapping in 
seventh grade when his cousin Sam 
Rodgers introduced him to the skill, 
who at the time was the long snapper for 
Syracuse and received a full ride. Tibbetts 
took interest and hasn’t stopped practicing 

since. Tibbetts is nationally ranked at 
his position and will be attending Yale 
University as part of the Class of 2022. 
 Caskey was able to win his first 
State Open wrestling championship 
against Demetre Carnot of Maloney with 
a 7-2 decision in the 132-pound finals. 
With 22 seconds left, Caskey secured 
the win with his third takedown. Caskey 
described the hard work and dedication 
that he had to put in before the State Open, 
“It consumes your life almost, I guess. 
The past two weeks, we’ve been focusing 
on reshooting, attacking, not stopping. 
It becomes almost an obsession. I was 
working out two times a day the whole 
week.” Caskey’s coach Gary Wilcox 
was speechless after watching Caskey 
accomplish such an amazing feat. Caskey 
is now 46-0 and is coming close to beating 
Joel Morth’s record for career wins in 
the Montville High School Wrestling 
program.

Indoor Track Soars 
at States
By: Joshua Archibald 
The indoor track team scored big at the 
state competition in New Haven on 
February 10. To qualify, each individual 
had to reach a certain time, height, or 
distance in their specialization at any of 
the meets before states.
 Many students from MHS 
participated in the statewide competition, 
including Elie Bowman, Maddie Gould, 
Alexis Meehan, Alexis DeLucia, Lexi 
Peck, Emma Giurleo, Haley Kerwin, 
Jamila Linder, Katelin Price, Lauren 
Ross, Mady Whittaker, Madison Beaupre, 
Catherine Furman, Sheyenne Gillis, Jacob 
Rose, Tucker Doyle, Jerrell Fitch, Taevis 
Kolz, Sean Ventresca, Rishi Iyer, Tyrone 
Mack, Sean Murallo, Derek Strickland, 
Julian Valdes, Tyler Velazquez, Daltyn 
Butler, Greg Clark, Doug DelaCruz, Nick 
Donnell, and Ethan Rose.
 Building on their earlier successes 
– including those of three ECC champions 
(Maddie Gould, Mady Whittaker, and 
Greg Clark) – the track team continued 
what had already been an outstanding 
season. The boys’ 4x4 team of Daltyn 
Butler, Ethan Rose, Nick Donnell, 
and Greg Clark won the Class S state 
championship. Greg Clark won the Class 
S state championship in the 300-meter 
race, and also qualified to compete at the 
national level in the 300- and 400-meter 
races.
 “I’m so proud of my team for 
all that we accomplished this season. We 
worked hard this season, and it showed,” 
said Sheyenne Gillis, a senior on the team.
According to Coach Buckley, “By setting 
goals and understanding that they had 
the potential, everyone finally had the 
confidence and team dynamic they needed 
to succeed. Once they found that, they did 
what they could, and it translated pretty 
nicely on the track….I’ve been on both 
sides [athlete and coach] and it’s different, 
but still rewarding.”

Nick Tibbetts and Noah Caskey.                                                                  Photo By: Art Rich Photography
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ARTS AND CULTURE

By: Joshua Archibald
 Holly Richmond’s play “Maggie” 
will be performed on April 29 at 4:00 
p.m. at the Katherine Hepburn Center in 
Old Saybrook. To qualify for this honor, 
Richmond had to write a short play 
and submit it to a panel of discerning 
adjudicators at the Artful Living 
Playwrights for Tomorrow program. After 
reviewing her fifteen-page work, that 
committee determined that Richmond’s 
was a unique piece of art.
 The play focuses on the thought 
process of its protagonist, who thinks 
about the most important events in her 
life up to that moment. “The whole thing 
is an exercise her therapist is having 
her do,” Richmond says. “One of the 
contributing factors [in the application 
process] was choosing an issue that teens 
want addressed, so [my play] has themes 
of depression. They thought that was 

Richmond Wins Playwriting Contest

executed well so they picked mine.”
 Richmond met with fellow 
honorees on February 25, and she looks 
forward to working with the production 
staff to improve her play as they prepare it 
for performance. According to Richmond, 
“The play is not final. I get to develop it as 
rehearsals progress, so I can change it as I 
see how they’re acting it out.”
 The opportunity to workshop 
one’s own play based on actors’ portrayals 
is certainly uncommon and exciting. 
Thanks to her hard work and the Artful 
Living program, Richmond will have 
the opportunity to sharpen her creative 
writing skills in a dynamic setting.
 Anyone interested in seeing the 
play will be able to purchase tickets from 
the Artful Living website, artfullivingct.
com, in the near future.

By: Sky MacKay

 Several years ago, Facebook 
founder Mark Zuckerberg saw the 
Snapchat app and decided to meet 
with Snapchat founder Evan Spiegel. 
Zuckerberg told Spiegel about Facebook’s 
own app, called Poke, which would copy 
Snapchat’s disappearing message style 
of communication. Spiegel recalled to 
Forbes that Zuckerberg’s message seemed 
to be that “We’re going to crush you.”
 Just days after Poke’s launch, 
it fell down the App Store rankings 
as Snapchat rose. Zuckerberg offered 
$3 billion the following year and was 
declined. Today, Snapchat has a market 
cap of $21 billion and a vast user base.
 More than five years later, the 
mood at Snapchat is not so optimistic. 
Less than 18 months after Facebook-
owned Instagram launched stories, clearly 

Is Snapchat Going Downhill?

copying Snapchat, the former claims 
to have 300 million daily story users, 
dwarfing Snapchat’s 187 million daily 
active users.
 In the midst of this, Snapchat 
released an update in early February that, 
among other changes, transformed the 
Snapchat inbox from a timeline into a 
feed, hoping to deliver content users are 
interested in. The update was supposed 
to “make it easier to connect with the 
people you care about the most,” but users 
aren’t down for the cause. According 
to the 1.2 million people who signed a 
Change.org petition, the new update is 
“useless or defeats original purposes 
Snapchat has held onto for so long.” A 
tweet falsely promising that Snap would 
undo the update for 50,000 retweets has 
been retweeted nearly 1.5 million times—

the fifth most retweeted post in Twitter 
history. To make matters even worse, 
Kylie Jenner, who in 2015 was reported 
to have the most viewed account on 
Snapchat, tweeted in disproval, which 
resulted in a stock drop of 6.1 percent (1.3 
billion in market value). Still, Snapchat’s 
market indicators are looking strong – the 
company’s post-update stock value is the 
highest it has been since July 2017.

Junior, Holly Richmond.
Photo By:Tessa Rummel
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THE BACK PAGE

By: Marissa Hendrickson

Guess the Senior

 Last issue’s guess the senior was 
Courtland Brown. This issue’s senior has 
had her name mispronounced by almost 
every teacher she has had except her 
middle school music teacher. Something 
people would never guess about her is that 
she likes to listen to trap music. The most 
awkward thing that happens to her on a 
regular basis is when she talks too fast and 
messes up words to the point that they’re 
incomprehensible. She says her spirit 
animal is a cat because she can act distant 
and cold with people she doesn’t know 
but warm with close friends. She would 

rather go her entire life with no dessert 
than thirty days without her phone. She 
would never eat a live spider, no matter 
the amount of money offered to her. The 
most unpleasant-sounding word to her is 
“maggots.”
 If she had to sit next to anyone 
on a ten-hour flight, she would want to sit 
next to her boyfriend so she could sleep on 
him. She desperately wishes teleportation 
were real. If she could jump into a pool 
filled with anything, she would want it 
to be filled with lemonade. If she had to 
give up salts or sweets, she would rather 

lose the sweets. If she could talk to any 
species of animals, she would want to talk 
to dogs. If she had a genie who offered 
three wishes, she would wish for intellect, 
prosperity and happiness.
 Her pet peeves are when people 
post about things that only they care 
about, when they only show self-interest, 
when they are ignorant, and when she has 
to repeat herself. If she could live in any 
state, it would be New York. When asked 
“Dinosaurs or dragons?” she replied 
“Dragons.” If she could shop for free at 
one store, she would choose Forever 21.

Frank Pepe’s Pizza

By: Nia Muckenthaler
 After seeing constant Snapchats 
of people dining at Frank Pepe’s famous 
pizzeria, I decided to give it a try. Our 
nearest Frank Pepe Pizzeria is located in 
the Mohegan Sun in Uncasville.  Once you 
walk in, you are no longer at the Mohegan 
Sun but at an authentic pizza shop. The 
atmosphere was very welcoming and 
definitely reminded me of a pizza shop in 
New York City.  

 Ellen Myshka and Jack Minas, 
both juniors at MHS, joined me in trying 
the famous pizza. After being seated, we 
were greeted by a kind waitress who was 
ready to take our order. Before our arrival, 
we already knew that we would order 
a cheese pizza. The menu also offered 
alternative food options, like salads, and 
a variety of special options, like the white 
clam pizza. From our seats, we were able 
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to see the large coal-fired brick ovens 
in which our pizza was being made. We 
could even smell our pizza cooking, 
which only made us hungrier (in a good 
way, of course).
 Our pizza was done within about 
fifteen minutes. It was easy to tell that 
the pizza was fresh out of the oven. The 
cheese was hot and melted perfectly 
into the dough. We took our first bite to 
relieve our hunger, and our taste buds 
were immediately overjoyed. Although 
I originally thought the pizza was on the 
thin side, it turned out to be the perfect 
size to satisfy our trio. When I reached 
for the crust, its crispy texture contrasted 
nicely with the stringy cheese.
 When asked about the pizza, Ellen 
Myshka stated, “The pizza was baked to 
heavenly perfection; this pizza might have 
been the best thing that has ever happened 
to me.”
 After finishing the pizza Jack 
Minas remarked, “Frank Pepe has 
definitely not seen the last of me.” 
Overall, Frank Pepe’s Pizzeria definitely 
made it on our Snapchat stories. We rate 
this restaurant a ten out of ten and will 
definitely be going back.


